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If you and your child have recently been involved in a child
protection investigation you m

ay be feeling w
orried or confused.

This leaflet is to help you understand w
hat m

ight happen next.

You m
ight also find it useful to speak to som

eone such as a
social w

orker, teacher or health visitor, and if there is anything
in the leaflet that you do not understand or have any questions
about please ask them

 to explain.

W
hat  happens next

If your child is safe there m
ight be no need for any further

action. H
ow

ever, w
here there are concerns that your child

m
ight have been abused or m

ay be at risk of abuse then an
Initial Child Protection Conference m

ay be held.
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Initial Child Protection Conference
An initial Child Protection Conference is a m

eeting to w
hich a range of people w

ill be invited.
A senior social w

ork m
anager w

ill chair the Child Protection Conference.  All those attending
this m

eeting w
ill have know

ledge of your child and fam
ily.  This m

ay include:

•
N

ursery staff
•

Teacher
•

H
ealth Visitor

•
Social W

orker
•

General practitioner
•

Police
•

H
ousing

•
Youth W

orker
•

W
orker from

 voluntary organization

You (and in som
e circum

stances your child), w
ill be invited to attend.

You can bring som
eone to support you at this m

eeting, such as a fam
ily m

em
ber, friend, or

a legal representative.

Those invited to attend usually provide a w
ritten report of their know

ledge and involvem
ent

w
ith you and your fam

ily.

Your contribution is very im
portant to this m

eeting and your view
s w

ill be listened to.
Your view

s can be also be w
ritten dow

n and presented to the m
eeting.  If you need help

to prepare this report please speak to som
eone such as a w

orker, fam
ily m

em
ber, friend

or your legal representative.

At the m
eeting there w

ill also be a full discussion about w
hy there w

as a need for child
protection investigation. Everyone w

ill have the opportunity to contribute to the discussion
and to ask any questions.

W
hen everyone has had an opportunity to speak decisions w

ill be m
ade about w

hat
should happen next.

Your child’s w
elfare w

ill alw
ays be the priority and at the centre of any decisions m

ade.

The m
ain priority is to m

ake sure your child is safe and w
ill be properly cared for.  It is also

im
portant that if you need help to do this, then appropriate support is m

ade available.

At the Initial Child Protection Conference, a decision w
ill also be m

ade w
hether or not your

child’s nam
e should be placed on the Child Protection Register.

Please note you have the right to disagree or appeal against any decision m
ade at the Initial

Child Protection Conference regarding your child.

Child Protection Register
W

here there are concerns of possible future harm
 to your child, your child’ s nam

e m
ay be

placed on the Child Protection Register.

The Child Protection Register is held by social w
ork and is part of the social w

ork com
puterised

system
. The Child Protection Register has no legal status, and is m

erely a w
ay of identifying

children for w
hom

 there are serious concerns.

Access to the Child Protection Register is strictly controlled. H
ow

ever, inform
ation w

ill be
shared w

ith other agencies involved w
ith you and your child, such as health, education,

nursery etc. Inform
ation shared is strictly on a need to know

’ basis.

Your child’s nam
e m

ay be placed on the Child Protection Register under one of the
follow

ing categories:

•
Physical injury

•
Physical neglect

•
Sexual abuse

•
Em

otional abuse
•

N
on-organic failure to thrive

The category chosen does not necessarily m
ean your child has been abused in this w

ay,
but m

ay indicate a concern that your child is at risk of this type of abuse in the future.

If your child’s nam
e is placed on the Child Protection Register then a Child Protection Plan

w
ill be agreed.

The Child Protection Plan sets out w
hat needs to be done to reduce the risk of future harm

and offers support to you and your child.  A copy of the Plan w
ill be given to you.

If your child’s nam
e is N

OT placed on the Child Protection Register, but you need help or
support in the care of your child, this can be arranged.
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Core Group
If your child’s nam

e is placed on the Child Protection Register, a Child Protection Plan is
agreed and a Core Group w

ill be identified.

The Core Group is m
ade up of a sm

all group of people, including you (and w
here appropriate

your child) w
ho m

eet on a regular basis, (usually every 4 –6 w
eeks,).  A social w

ork m
anager

directly involved w
ith you or your child usually chairs the Core Group.  The purpose of

the Core Group m
eeting is to look at the Child Protection Plan and consider the progress

being m
ade.  Any difficulties in progressing this Plan w

ill be identified and w
here necessary

changes m
ade to address this. Your contribution is im

portant to ensure the successful progress
of the Plan.

The progress of the Child Protection Plan w
ill be reported to the Review

 Child
Protection Conference.

If you have any concerns about the progress of this Plan these should be raised w
ith the

Chair of the Core Group m
eeting, or the Chair of the Review

 Child Protection Conference.

The Review
 Child Protection Conference

A Review
 Child Protection Conference w

ill be held no later than 3 m
onths follow

ing the Initial
Child Protection Conference.

At the Review
 Child Protection Conference the people w

ho attended the Initial Child Protection
Conference w

ill again be invited.  The Review
 w

ill be sim
ilar to the Initial Child Protection

Conference in that everyone w
ill have the opportunity to express their view

, and w
ill be

chaired by a senior social w
ork m

anager.

The purpose of this m
eeting is review

 the progress of the Child Protection Plan and to decide
if your child’s nam

e should rem
ain or be rem

oved from
 the Child Protection Register.

A report on the progress of the Child Protection Plan w
ill be provided along w

ith any other
up to date reports from

 other agencies.

It is im
portant that you and your child’s view

s are listened to, and the Review
 Conference

hears w
hether or not supports offered have been helpful.  Once again, your view

s (and w
here

appropriate that of your child) can also be w
ritten dow

n and presented to this m
eeting. If you

need help to prepare this please speak to som
eone such as a w

orker, fam
ily m

em
ber, friend

or your legal representative.

O
nce a full and frank discussion has taken place about the progress of the Child Protection

Plan, then decisions w
ill be taken about w

hat should happen next.

If there are still concerns about your child, or little progress has been m
ade, then your child’s

nam
e w

ill rem
ain on the Child Protection Register for a further period of tim

e and, w
here

necessary, adjustm
ents m

ade to the Child Protection Plan.

W
here progress has been m

ade and the risks to your child have been reduced, consideration
w

ill be given to rem
oving your child’s nam

e from
 the Child Protection Register. Support to

you and your child w
ill still continue if required.

Everyone w
ho attends these m

eetings w
ill be provided w

ith a m
inute, w

hich is a record of
the discussion and the decisions taken. All m

eetings concerning your child are confidential
and inform

ation shared betw
een agencies w

ill be restricted to those w
ho need to know

 to
secure the protection and w

elfare of your child.

Please note you have the right to disagree or appeal against any decision m
ade at the Review

Child Protection Conference regarding your child.
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Appeals
If you or your child do not agree w

ith the decision to:

•
Register your child’s nam

e on the Child Protection Register;
•

For their nam
e to rem

ain on the Register;
•

N
ot to register their nam

e at all.

You (and your child) have a right to appeal against this to the H
ead of Social W

ork
Service. The appeal should be m

ade, in w
riting; w

ithin 5 w
orking days,  w

here
necessary, your social w

orker, or legal representative can advise and support you
w

ith this.

The H
ead of Social W

ork Service should respond fully, in w
riting, to the person

m
aking the appeal w

ithin 28 days.

Disagreem
ent w

ith any other decision
If you (or your child) disagree w

ith any other decision m
ade at either the Initial

Child Protection Conference or Review
 Child Protection Conference you can state

this and your disagreem
ent w

ill be recorded w
ithin the m

inute of the m
eeting.

Com
plaints

If you (or your child) have a com
plaint about the service offered to you during this

tim
e, please bring this to the notice of a w

orker w
ho w

ill advise you of your rights
and give you inform

ation on the Com
plaints procedure.

If it is believed that your child m
ay be in im

m
ediate danger then an application

m
ay be m

ade for a Child Protection O
rder.

U
nder S57 (1) Children (Scotland) Act 1995, anyone can apply for a Child

Protection O
rder if they have reason to believe a child m

ay be at risk of
significant harm

.

U
nder S57 (2) Children (Scotland) Act 1995, the local authority can apply for

a Child Protection O
rder if they have reason to suspect a child to be at risk.

Social W
ork usually applies for the Child Protection O

rder on behalf of the
local authority. Application is m

ade to the Sheriff.

If an application is successful, the Sheriff can order that your child be rem
oved

from
 their hom

e to a safe place, or prevent the rem
oval of your child, for

exam
ple from

 a hospital or from
 their grandparent’s hom

e etc. The Sheriff
can attach conditions to the O

rder to ensure the protection of your child, for
exam

ple, a condition that they have no contact w
ith a particular nam

ed
person or that your child m

ust have a m
edical exam

ination etc.

A Child Protection O
rder lasts up to 8 days.

If a Child Protection O
rder has been granted, you have the right to apply to

the Sheriff for the O
rder to be recalled or varied.  This can be done prior to

the Initial Children’s H
earing on the 2

nd day.

The Reporter to the Children’s H
earing can also recall this O

rder during this
tim

e, if it is believed the O
rder is no longer required.

If no application for recall is m
ade, the Order w

ill proceed to a full Children’s
H

earing on the 8
th day, at w

hich point, if necessary, the Children’s Panel can
m

ake any necessary arrangem
ents to protect your child through other

legal m
easures.

If a Child Protection Order is sought for your child you should seek legal
advice at the start of this process. Legal aid m

ay be available.
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Assessm
ent Order

U
nder S 55(1) of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995 the local authority can apply for a Child

Assessm
ent O

rder if they have reason to suspect that your child has suffered or is likely
to suffer ‘significant harm

’ and that an assessm
ent is necessary and this assessm

ent is
being denied.

A Child Assessm
ent O

rder allow
s for your child to be seen and w

here necessary allow
s for

an assessm
ent of your child’s health and developm

ent to be undertaken.

A Child Assessm
ent O

rder lasts no m
ore than 7 days.

The Sheriff can attach conditions to the O
rder to ensure the safety and w

elfare of the child
and to m

ake sure the Order is carried out, for exam
ple the Sheriff m

ay attach conditions the
at your child lives at a particular place w

hile the assessm
ent is being carried out.

O
n application to the Sheriff for a Child Assessm

ent O
rder, if the Sheriff believes that the

conditions for m
aking a Child Protection O

rder exist, he/she w
ill issue a Child Protection

O
rder instead.

If a Child Assessm
ent Order is sought for your child you should seek legal advice at the

start of this process. Legal aid m
ay be available.

U
nder the Age of Legal Capacity (Scotland) Act 1991 depending on their age and understanding,

your child has the right to agree or refuse to have a m
edical exam

ination, assessm
ent

or treatm
ent and their consent w

ill be sought before any m
edical assessm

ent w
ill be

carried out.

Exclusion Order
Only a local authority can apply for an Exclusion Order under S76 (1). Children (Scotland)
Act 1995.

Contained w
ithin the application there m

ust be a person identified w
ho is capable for

taking responsibility for the child and w
ho w

ill, or is, living in the fam
ily hom

e.

W
here a Sheriff is satisfied that the conditions for m

aking an Exclusion Order exist, he/she
can order that a ‘nam

ed person’ be ejected or excluded from
 your child’s fam

ily hom
e to

ensure your child’s protection.

An Exclusion O
rder can last up to 6 m

onths and the Sheriff can attach conditions to the
Order to ensure your child’s protection.  For exam

ple, the police can be issued w
ith pow

ers
of arrest w

ithout w
arrant, w

hich allow
s them

 to arrest the ‘nam
ed person’ if they believe

them
 to be in danger of breaching the Exclusion O

rder or one of the conditions attached.
 The Sheriff can also attach a condition that the ‘ nam

ed person’ m
ust not go w

ithin the
vicinity of the child’s hom

e or school or have any contact w
ith the child etc.

The ‘nam
ed person’ has the right to appear in front of the Sheriff prior to an Exclusion

Order being granted to state their case. The Sheriff w
ill take their view

s into account before
any decision to grant an O

rder is m
ade.

W
here a Sheriff believes grounds exist for m

aking a Child Protection O
rder the Sheriff

m
ay grant a Child Protection O

rder instead of an Exclusion O
rder and the child m

ay be
rem

oved from
 their hom

e to a place of safety, rather than the ejection or exclusion of a
‘nam

ed person’ from
 the child’s hom

e.
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In an em
ergency situation, w

here a police constable has reasonable
cause to believe that the conditions for m

aking a Child Protection
O

rder are satisfied and it is not practical in the circum
stances to

m
ake such an application to the Sheriff, then the constable m

ay
rem

ove the child to a ‘place of safety’ (S 61 (5) Children (Scotland)
Act 1995).

The pow
er to rem

ove the child only lasts 24 hours, thereafter, the
police (or another person) need to apply to the Sheriff for a Child
Protection O

rder to secure the child’s place of safety.

Before applying for any Court O
rder or taking em

ergency action
agencies w

ill try to w
ork w

ith fam
ilies to ensure the child is

protected.  Court O
rders or em

ergency action w
ill only be taken

w
here it appears that a child m

ay be at risk of significant harm
 and

an O
rder or em

ergency action is necessary to protect the child.

Additional Inform
ation

It is acknow
ledged that being involved in the child protection system

 can be a stressful tim
e

for fam
ilies. It is im

portant that:

•
Everything that is happening is explained to you

•
You and your child (ren’s) view

s are listened to
•

You are advised on the best w
ay you can support your child during this tim

e 
(e.g. reassuring your child)

•
If at any tim

e you are unsure of w
hat is happening, or need support or advice speak

to som
eone

•
W

herever possible you w
ill be kept fully inform

ed of w
hat is going on and, w

here necessary,
helped to support your child

If you feel you or your child have not been treated fairly during this tim
e, you have the right

to m
ake a com

plaint. The social w
orker or another professional can advise you on w

hom
 to

contact for further advice.

If at any tim
e if you feel that you need legal advice on w

hat you or your child’s rights are you
can contact:

•
A solicitor (Legal Aid m

ay be available)
•

Scottish Children’s Reporter’s Adm
inistration

•
Scottish Child Law

 Centre

All agencies w
orking w

ith fam
ilies recognize that bringing up children can be dem

anding and
stressful. If you w

ould like further help or advice then please speak to som
eone such as:

•
H

ealth visitor
•

N
ursery teacher

•
Social w

orker
•

Teacher
•

GP
•

Fam
ily m

em
ber or friend, or any other person w

ho can access help for you

Em
ergency police pow

ers
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W
e are here to help

If you need to speak to som
eone or need advice or support please contact:

N
am

e:

Agency:

Contact details:

If this person is not available please speak to the follow
ing m

anager:

N
am

e:

Agency:

Contact details:

List of useful local
contact num

bers
Social W

ork
Advice &

 Response 
0141 775 1311

Out of hours - W
est of Scotland Standby Service 

0800 811 505

Strathclyde Police
Kirkintilloch Police Office 

0141 532 4400

Scottish Children’s Reporter Adm
inistration 

0141 567 7900

Your local health visitor w
ho can be found

through your local surgery or health centre
or contact N

H
S 24

08454 24 24 24

ParentLine Scotland 
0808 800 2222

ChildLine Scotland 
0800 1111

N
ational Helpline 

0800 022 3222


