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W
hat w

ill happen after the Investigation?

After the investigation is com
pleted one or m

ore of the follow
ing

m
ight happen:

•
no need for further action

•
fam

ily support offered
•

a m
eeting called child protection case conference arranged 

to decide w
hether further child protection action is required

•
voluntary arrangem

ents m
ay be m

ade for your child to live 
w

ith a fam
ily m

em
ber or friend

•
it m

ay be necessary to take further legal action to protect 
your child

•
referral is m

ade to appropriate legal system

In the m
ajority of cases children are not rem

oved from
 their

hom
es and w

ill continue to live w
ith their ow

n fam
ilies in their

ow
n com

m
unities.

W
here fam

ilies can get help

If you feel you need legal advice on w
hat you and your child’s rights

are in relation to this investigation you can contact:

•
a solicitor - legal aid m

ay be available
•

Child Law
 Society

Agencies w
orking w

ith fam
ilies recognise that som

etim
es bringing

up children can be dem
anding and stressful. H

ow
ever, children

have a right to grow
 up in households w

here they feel safe, w
ell

cared for and protected. If you w
ould like further help or advice on

caring for your child please speak to som
eone such as a:

•
health visitor

•
nursery teacher

•
social w

orker
•

teacher
•

fam
ily doctor

•
any other person w

ho can access help for you

This leaflet w
as given to you by:

N
am

e

Agency

Contact details

If this person is not available please ask to speak to the
follow

ing m
anager:

N
am

e

Agency

Out of office hours: If you need to speak to som
eone urgently, please

phone W
est of Scotland Standby Service on 0800 811 505.

This leaflet has been produced by the Delivering for Children and
Young People Partnership, w

ho consist of representatives from
 across

the m
ain statuatory organisations in the area. One of the Partnership’s

m
ain duties is to ensure that local agencies w

ork together to protect
children. W

orking together w
ith the com

m
unity w

e w
ill help ensure

that all children and young people in our area are protected from
harm

 and given the best possible chance in life.

This leaflet has been
provided by:



It’s everyone’s job to m
ake

sure children are protected
from

 harm
.

Introduction

This leaflet is designed to help fam
ilies w

ho becom
e

involved in child protection investigations understand:

• w
hy people are concerned

• w
hat is likely to happen during the investigation

• w
hat w

ill happen after the investigation
• w

here fam
ilies can get help

Responsibilities of agencies & others

Everyone has a responsibility to m
ake sure children are

safe and w
ell cared for. Any concerns about a child’s

w
elfare or protection should be reported to:

• social w
ork services, police, or

• any other professional involved w
ith the child 

or fam
ily

W
hy people are concerned about your child

Concerns m
ay have been raised about your child for a variety of

reasons. It m
ay be believed that your child has experienced or is

at risk of:

•
physical injury - hit, kicked, punched

•
physical neglect - not being properly fed or clothed, poor hygiene

•
sexual abuse - inappropriate sexual behaviour or language, 
indecent assault, sexual intercourse

• em
otional abuse - constantly criticised, ignored, hum

iliated, 
exposed to fam

ily violence

W
hat is likely to happen during the investigation?

Social W
ork and Police have a legal responsibility to investigate any

concerns w
hich suggests your child, or any other child, has been

abused or is at risk of abuse.

At all tim
es the w

elfare of your child com
es first. U

sually police or
social w

ork w
ill w

ant to:

•
speak to your child

• speak to you
•

speak to any other relevant person - other fam
ily m

em
bers, 

teacher or health visitor etc
•

m
ake further enquiries if necessary

• take further action if necessary - arrange a m
edical exam

ination

W
e know

 that this can be a stressful tim
e for you and

it is im
portant that:

•
w

e explain to you w
hat is happening

•
you and your child’s view

s are listened to
•

If necessary, you are given help and advised on 
the best w

ay your child can be supported during 
this tim

e

U
sually, depending on age and understanding, social

w
ork and police w

ill seek your child’s consent prior
to any interview

 or m
edical exam

ination. In m
ost

cases your consent is also sought. H
ow

ever, on a rare
occasion, this m

ight not be possible.

In such situations the reason w
hy your child w

as
interview

ed, or any other action taken w
ithout your

know
ledge or consent, w

ill be fully explained at a
later stage.

W
here consent is refused by the parent or carer other

em
ergency legal m

easures m
ay be considered to

ensure the child’s w
elfare. W

here possible you w
ill

be kept fully inform
ed of w

hat is going on, and if you
require support or advice this can be arranged.

You w
ill be advised of your rights and given

inform
ation on w

ho you should contact for further
advice if you feel you have not been treated fairly.


