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Introduction

Killermont Primary school endorses the Envinemtal Studies 5-14 National Guidelines,
SOED 2000.

Learning & Teaching in environmental studies emesabe central principles of the 5-14
curriculum: breadth, balance, coherence, contirauity progression.

Learning and teaching in environmental stuthées place within a framework which
embraces current national advice, theddat Priorities and the East Dunbartonshire Cdunci
Improvement Obijectives.

The components of environmental studies are seualgkects, science and technology:

Attainment outcomes are described in seofrknowledge & understanding, skills and the
development of informed attitudes.

Rationale and Aims

Rationale

Environmental studies offers a wealth of opporiesito stimulate the natural curiosity,
enthusiasm and imagination of all young learnénstdvides important opportunities for pupils
to develop an understanding at local and globaltesf their rights and responsibilities of
active citizenship. This understanding is vitatt@ble young people to contribute towards
shaping the environment of the future.

Aims
At Killermont we aim for pupils to:

Develop an understanding of their environment rthkeice within it and the factors, past and
present that have shaped it

Acquire knowledge and skills that will enable theamnteract effectively within the
environment in the context of home, school and tlagér working life

Progressively recognise the knowledge, understgratia skills associated with social
subjects, science and technology

Develop informed attitudes and values relatindiodare and conservation of the
environment

Gain an understanding of issues related to thelseEsources and sustaining global
development

Become aware of the importance of active citizgnéhia democracy



3. Outcomes
3.1 Time Allocation

The time allocated to environmental studiékbe in line with the advice given in
Sructure and Balance of the curriculum 5-14 National Guidelines.

As indicated in the 5-14 guidelines (2000) thesetiatiocated to environmental studies should be
15% of the curriculum which calculates at 3 % res\peek:

3.2 Learning and Teaching Approaches

A range of teaching strategies that take accouptpils’ interests, previous experiences and
attainment, will enhance pupils’ learning. Leamand Teaching approaches will be flexible
and responsive to the needs of children, takinguatcof different learning styles and context.
In environmental studies learning and teaching takke place in a variety of settings, within
and beyond the classroom. Teachers should makg aitempt to promote learning beyond the
classroom by embarking on field trips and locaitsisThis will allow pupils to engage with
their environment and see the relevance of thediss.

When planning effective learning and teaching,d€ithont Primary School will ensure that:

» the purpose of the learning will be clear to pupils
» learning goals and targets will be shared with lsupi
» pupils will be involved in the planning and manageof their learning where appropriate
* learning will maintain an element of challenge
» pupils will take responsibility for their own leang and will be offered choice where
appropriate
* pupils will be involved in active learning
» teaching will be interactive — this will involveaehers informing, explaining,
describing, listening, modelling, questionidgmonstrating and supporting

« children will be encouraged to collaborate withtbthte teacher and pupils to enhance
their learning

» Pleaserefer to Learning & Teaching Policy

3.2.1 Planning for Environmental Studies

The progress of pupils’ knowledge & understandsiglls and attitudes is of vital importance
and should be planned for addressing all the attairt outcomes for the three components (see
appendix 1 - topic grids).

In forward planning files, teachers should enshed for each topic there is:

« an outline of knowledge & understanding targets

» skills targets at the appropriate level with assesd focus highlighted

» an overview of informed attitudes levels A-F, wilaching focus highlighted
» atopic planner (see appendix 2— pro forma of ptapaheet)

* two assessment sheets, one for skills and the fithknowledge and understanding (see
appendix 3- assessment sheets).



3.2.2
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Scottish Dimension

Pupils should have opportunities to explore thespiaf landscape, the character and
achievements of Scotland and its people. The tagiosen for Killermont’s programme of
study allow plenty of scope for investigating theoish dimension. These topics will
encourage children to identify with the countryyttige in and acquire knowledge and
understanding of the interwoven aspects of cultime: heritage. Time should be taken to
explore the wide variety of cultural contributioingm other parts of the world that have
influenced our country. In doing so, children Jiild that their learning in social subjects
respects and builds on their social experiencenalh@ncourage respect, tolerance and
understanding of differences within our multi-cuétusociety.

Pupils with Additional Support Needs

There may be at times a need for some pupils, fatever reason, to require Support For
Learning.

» Please refer to Support For Learning Policy

Assessment
Assessment is a continuous process which is agriaitpart of learning and teaching. The
process of assessing pupils’ progress will bers#éta context of effective learning and
teaching and will influence forward planning, teiach recording, reporting and evaluating.
Formal and informal assessment will be used:

to give pupils clear and regular feedback

- to assist learners and teachers to identify thé step in the learning process which will
ensure progression

by teachers to evaluate the effectiveness of legrand teaching
Assessment may be an observed, practical, oratitiewactivity.

Assessment should be a positive experience folpapd motivate them for learning.
Pupils will have opportunities to evaluate theimowork and to evaluate with their peers.

In Killermont a realistic approach to assessmerdmaéadentifying a clear focus. This will
derive from the planned topics and the results ftioenpre-topic assessment. Not all
outcomes will need to be assessed in every todingsas each strand is covered over
time. For every topic, an aspect of knowledge &amsthnding and skills will be assessed.

Each area of environmental studies has a distemeimphasis on skills, e.g.

Social Subjectemphasis on ENQUIRY SKILLS
Scienceemphasis on INVESTIGATIVE SKILLS

Technologyemphasis on DESIGN & MAKING
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Assessment (cont'd)

It is not expected that pupils will be addressitt@gpects of skills in every topic but an
overall profile of skills attainment will be bullip over the seven years at primary school.
Teachers should refer to our strategic plan foessiag skills in environmental studies to
identify each year’s skill to be assessed. (Seeratip 4 — strategic plan).

Recording and Reporting

Recording procedures will be in line with East Dartbnshire Council policies. They will be
manageable and will be used to monitor progressrdoom learning and teaching.

Within Killermont the teacher records only pupilbage work has exceeded assessed targets
or those requiring extra support. Notes should bésmade regarding next steps for identified
pupils and for the topic to improve. (See apperddiassessment sheets)

Reporting to parents will be specific and in clelanguage to promote effective
communication between school and home. Levels B wdll be used to report progress and
to determine next steps in learning. When judgimupil’s overall performance, the teacher
will look across a range of work. This should talceount of strengths and weaknesses across
the range of strands over a period of time, ratt@n focusing on a single piece of work.

. Please refer to the Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy
Nursery/Primary/Secondary Transition

Joint planning, including cluster planning, wilkeaplace to enable environmental studies to
meet the central principles of the 5-14 curriculliffective communication at transition
stages is essential to ensure progression in kageland skills which takes account of prior
learning and makes effective use of the knowledgeoh child as a learner. Transfer of
information will take place in line with East Dunbanshire Council guidelines.

ICT

ICT will play an important role in the delivery tife environmental studies curriculum by
motivating learners, supporting different kinddes#rning and as a research tool. The strands
that are particularly relevant to environmentatigts are:

* Creating and Presenting

» Collecting and analysing

» Searching and researching
* Controlling and modelling

» Please refer to Information Technology 5-14 Guidelines



3.8 Staff Development
In Killermont, development needs in environmentatiges will be identified through the

staff development and review process and will llue inform the planning process
including the authority improvement plan and sctamlelopment plan.

Roles and Responsibilities

4.1 Management
The senior management team will manage the impleten of the school policy,
paying due regard to the environmental studiesaulum, resources and staff
development.

4.2 Teachers
Teachers will ensure that the policy is fully implented and the environmental studies
curriculum enhances learning and teaching and iboréss effectively to raising
attainment and achievement.

4.3 Parents/Carers
Parents/carers will be encouraged to and supportelying an active role in their
child’s learning thereby fostering the home/schmtnership.

4.4  Pupils
Pupils will be encouraged to be actively involvadheir learning and to develop
informed attitudes to environmental issues.

Resources

School Managers will ensure that schools have qg@te up to date resources to support
learning and teaching in environmental studiegséhwill include books, pupil materials, ICT
resources, practical materials, games, videos®tbool managers will ensure the
responsibility for the organisation and planningegources is clearly understood by all staff,
that inventories are drawn up and resources aredsto ways that facilitate accessibility by
pupils and staff. Pupils’ work will be displayegpaopriately to promote learning and
encourage positive attitudes to environmental studi

Monitoring and Evaluation Arrangements of the Polcy

A review of the policy will take place during 20@D08.

Self-evaluation of the quality of learning and teiag is a fundamental responsibility of all
teaching staff and a particular duty of seniorfstabchools. The quality indicators described
in How good is our school? HMIE 2002, are used for monitoring effective learning and
teaching.



