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Our Learning Environment

We are quickly settling into our new space & new routines.  The playroom is organised into the 4 ‘zones’ we introduced last year. The Social Zone is where the children will learn about being healthy & includes the snack bar, toothbrushing & home corner. The Creative Zone focuses on art activities & includes our Story Land. The Discovery Zone & Outdoor Zone are where the children can be involved in activities which promote curiosity, enquiry & problem solving skills. The Outdoor Zone is temporarily reduced in size due to the construction of an additional playroom but we have great plans for developing it this year!

In the ELC all the children are involved in planning by sharing their interests, ideas & questions. This session we will be recording our planning on ‘Our Learning Wall’ beside the door. Staff will note children’s interests & significant observations which will then be used to plan learning experiences which will help the children to develop key skills.

This term we focus on families & friends which helps us get to know each other. All the children have been given an ‘All About Me’ booklet to fill in either as a starting point of their Learning Journey (see below) or to update what we know about your child out with the ELC. We would ask that these are returned as soon as possible as they are a valuable part of your child’s Learning Journey folder - particularly the updates as the children can share how they & their families have changed over the previous year.

We encourage the children to be as independent as possible in the cloakroom
and in hygiene routines. It would be very helpful if this was encouraged at home too and if possible for the children to come to the ELC wearing shoes with Velcro straps i.e. not laces to encourage independence skills.

Learning Journeys
[image: image2.png]


 In the ELC, our aim is to provide an environment where all children feel happy, safe and secure and that by providing a wide range of learning activities the children will have the opportunity to develop their full potential.

Throughout the year the children are encouraged to talk about their achievements and learning using their learning journeys. The children stamp their important steps in learning as they achieve them, giving them ownership of the folder and involvement in their own learning. 
With our youngest children the focus is on their self-help skills & beginning to interact with others & to form friendships. They are encouraged to talk about what they like to do in the ELC. Most of our pre-school children will begin to talk more about what they can do and what they would like to be able to do independently. Before Christmas we will be inviting parents & carers into the ELC for a Play & Share session where their child will share with them what they like to do in the ELC and to talk about what they might like to try next.  It is also an opportunity for you to share what you know about your child and what they have achieved out with the ELC. We hope you find this a positive experience and would welcome any feedback. New parents/carers will be invited to a settling play and share in October.
We would encourage you to share in your child’s learning and development, for example by talking to your child about their learning through their Learning Journey folders, which will be sent home twice a year, and to record their achievements at home and in the wider community. 

We also celebrate the children’s successes and achievements through our weekly Star Awards, where we recognise and value what our children have achieved in the ELC and at home. 
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Lending Library 
Our weekly lending library started on Thursday 12th September. Each child has been given a yellow ‘book bag’ and every Thursday the children will have the opportunity to borrow a book. Our library aims to encourage all children to develop a love of books and increasing independence in choices they make.  It also encourages parents & carers to share in the close relationship that reading with their child provides. Please ensure the book bag comes to the ELC each Thursday. For children who do not normally come on a Thursday we will change the book on their next day.

Maths Lending Bags
We also have a set of maths resource bags for the pre-school children to borrow. These are taken home on a Friday and returned the following Wednesday. Every pre-school child will have the opportunity to take home a bag several times over the session. Please check the contents of the bag before you return it, as missing pieces mean the next child cannot fully participate in the bag’s activities. 
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Rights Respecting Schools
Within Killermont ELC our 4 values of respect, kindness, fairness & honesty, set the culture of how we treat each  

                   other.

In Killermont all our children have the right to feel safe; be healthy; have a voice & an education. Our ELC Charter, which is based on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), states key rights which underpin the ethos of the ELC. The children have been talking about what is important to them in making their ELC a happy and safe place where everyone’s rights are valued. (https://www.unicef.org/rightsite/files/ uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pdf)
Outdoor Learning & Forest Kindergarten
In the ELC, every day is an outdoor day and we are keen that the children explore their learning using the outdoor environment as much as possible. We therefore ask that if possible each child brings a pair of wellies

(named!) to keep in the ELC – every group has a colour coded bucket.
We will be starting our Forest Kindergarten for our pre-school children at the end of September on a Tuesday & Wednesday morning & a Thursday afternoon for our afternoon pre-school children.  We are hoping that after this we may be able to offer this on different days so that our part-time children who don’t come on those days will also get to go.  
Festivals
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As we move into Autumn, we will be celebrating some of the festivals and celebrations associated with this time of year. We aim to encourage the children to develop a positive attitude towards others whose religion or culture differs from their own and to help the children to understand the importance of religious festivals throughout the world. Divali is the Festival of Light celebrated by Hindus and Sikhs. This year this festival is being celebrated on 27th Oct and we will be linking this and the importance of staying safe on Halloween (Oct 31st) & Bonfire Night (5 Nov) through our Road & Fire Safety programmes.
Christmas              
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In December we will be focusing on Christmas, as one of the major festivals celebrated by Christians around the world. The children will be learning about the birth of Jesus and learning songs for our Christmas party on Thurs 19th Dec.
For more information or for an update on ELC activities please keep looking at our planning wall, Twitter (@KillermontNC), the ELC tab on the school website or feel free to ask any of the ELC staff.
